MEDA CALLS OFF ATTEMPT TO EXPEL MEMBER

Clovis, California (G A 9/29/09)--An attenpt by Pennsylvani a
nonprofit Mennonite Econom c Devel opnent Associates ("MEDA') to
expel Bruce Leichty from its nenbership was halted by MDA s
attorneys after Leichty notified MEDA Septenber 17 that MEDA was
proceedi ng under an unlawful corporate byl aw.

"I have expressed ny appreciation to MEDA officers Allan
Sauder and Howard Good for making a principled decision to respect
state law," said Leichty, "but the decision does nothing to
alleviate ny distress about why MEDA decided to try to expel ne in
the first place. It is deeply troubling when a church-rel ated
nonprofit would rather cut off a relationship wth a Christian
brot her, even a dissenting brother, than invest in dial ogue of nore
than 20 m nutes."

MEDA did not reply to an offer for comment on this report,
conveyed by e-mail 9/28/ 2009 to Sauder and Good.

Leichty, a California | awer and publisher, says that when he
was notified of MEDA's intent to expel him the only reason he was
given for the expulsion effort was that unspecified "conduct" on
his part was inconsistent wth MDA s vision and mssion
st atenents. He says he first learned of the plan to expel him
Septenber 2 when he received a fax from MEDA announcing that an
expul si on hearing woul d be held by tel ephone at 1 p.m Pacific tine
Septenber 18, and that he would be given a 20-m nute hearing by
MEDA' s nmenbership commttee.

"I inmmedi ately contacted MEDAin witing asking themto detai

t he charges agai nst ne, but was eventual ly i nfornmed two days before



the hearing only that the conduct related to ny attendance as an
aut hori zed exhibitor at the MEDA neeting in Col unbus, Chio, where
| was told that ny exhibit offended sone people,” Leichty says.

At the Chio MEDA convention, Leichty had set up a display of
books and resources relating to a nunber of different thenes of his
busi ness Good Information Advocates (ww. goodi nformation.org),
including critiques of Stalinist terror, Hol ocaust dogma, rabbinic
Judai sm and Freemasonry, nost of them authored or provided by
persons who either were Mennonite or had |ived anong Mennonites.
H's exhibit table was forcibly carried away and his books were
boxed up by MEDA officers who refused to tell him what iten(s)
caused of fense. A summary of his ouster as a convention exhi bitor
appears at ww. goodi nformati on. org.

A couple days later Leichty protested his treatnent in a
presentation he made fromthe fl oor at a MEDA nenbers' neeting, and
he notes that he asked for and | ater received conpensation for his
expenses in flying out to the Chio convention. "MEDA effectively
admtted that | had done nothing wong in comng to the convention
with the expectation of being a small business exhibitor."

"Nor do | believe that ny beliefs are inconsistent wth the
vision or mssion of MEDA, or | wouldn't be a nenber to begin
with," adds Leichty. "MEDA says that it wants its nenbers to share
abilities and resources to create business solutions to poverty,
and to express God's love in hel ping people earn a livelihood and
enrich their communities, all of which | support. After | received
a letter Septenber 16 from MEDA's attorneys alluding again to the

“offense' | caused in Colunbus, | pointed out that | appreciated



and supported MEDA's prograns, and | tried to explain how | was
attenpting to live out MEDA's vi sion and m ssion in ny own business
ventures as a |l awer and advocate."”

"What is particularly ironic to ne is that although MEDA uses
t he name Mennoni te, and t hough i ndi vi dual s who advocate for reforns
and practices that are contrary to denom national positions are
apparently wel cone to be part of MEDA, ny own faithful expression
cannot be tol erated--and no one at MEDA or in the denom nation has
showmn nme where ny own positions deviate from denom nati onal
positions, or biblical teaching, for that matter. It is not as if
| am denying Christ or blasphemng the Holy Spirit. No one has
accused ne of imorality or illegality."

"I have no indication yet that MEDAis wlling to hear nme out
on this point or any other," he says, "but they were at |east
willing to conply with law "

Leichty says that after he was notified of the hearing he al so
i mredi ately asked for the bylaws of the organi zati on of which he
was a nmenber. He says that after his rude reception in Ohio he had
al so asked for the bylaws on three occasi ons bet ween Novenber 2008
and March 2009--w thout getting a response.

He conveyed t he nessage of his pendi ng "excomuni cation” from
MEDA to a group of col |l eagues, correspondents and friends, Leichty
sai d, and at | east one of these individuals expressed di smay at the
process and was instrunmental in raising questions with a | ocal MEDA
chapter about the pendi ng expul sion.

After that happened, Leichty says, he was sent a set of byl aws

as anended by the MEDA Board of Directors June 6, 20009. Those



byl aws contained the provisions for an expulsion hearing to be
conducted only by a nenbership commttee of the Board.

When Leichty continued to press for a set of MEDA byl aws as
t hey had existed at the |last nenbers' neeting in Novenber 2008, he
was sent another set--two days before the announced hearing.
Leichty says it was then that he confirmed that the Board had
anended the "ol d" bylaws solely in order to be able to expel him
wi thout bringing the matter to the attention of all nenbers; "it
was obvious that | was the target of the anendnent.”

The "ol d" bylaws, said Leichty, allowed for the "renoval" of
a nmenber only on a two-thirds vote of nenbers at a neeting of MEDA
menbers, after allowing for a presentation by the nmenber to be
renoved. These bylaws did allow for certain anmendnents of the
bylaws to be nade by the board acting w thout advance nenbership
approval --but not an anendnent pertaining to termnation of
menber shi p, says Leichty.

"Pennsyl vania | aw controls on that point," says Leichty. "It
is not unlike California law, with which I am somewhat famli ar,
because | have advised several Mennonite-related organizations
i ncorporated in California who were anendi ng their own byl aws. The
| aws of both states essentially say that only nmenbers can change
their bylaws providing for term nation of nmenbership. That seens
like an inherently fair and reasonable law in a denocracy."

Leichty sent a letter detailing his findings to MEDA' s | aw
firm Buchanan, Ingersoll & Rooney, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, the
eveni ng of Septenber 16, and at the end of the day Septenber 17 he

says he received a terse one-paragraph letter thanking himfor his



letter and stating: "It has always been, and continues to be,
MEDA' s desire to pursue its objectives in a manner consistent with
all applicable law ... To that end, the expul sion hearing schedul ed
for Friday, Septenber 18, 2009 [] has been cancelled.”

"My opinion is that the provision in the "old MEDA byl aws
relating to renoval of a nenber still governs MEDA, because the
"new byl aws were adopted unlawfully this past sumrer--at | east on
that one point, and | haven't yet exami ned the rest of the " new
bylaws in detail," says Leichty. "I don't know yet how MEDA
proposes to renmedy this defect which is really a violation of the
rights of all its nenbers, not just the one nenber who certain
directors wanted to expel."

Convi nced that MEDA doesn't want to give him any sort of
platformfor his views, Leichty says he would not be surprised if
MEDA sinply refrains fromfurther efforts to renove him-but that
he will be ready to give an account of hinself if they do.

“I'f MEDA sinply drops its efforts because of "the law that
woul dn't satisfy ne," he adds, "because ny real objective is to
foster nore faithfulness and understanding anong Christian
entrepreneurs and activists of the views of certain marginalized
di ssidents--which often have surprising inplications for our
relationships with the worlds of business, finance, governnent,
i nternational devel opnent, ethics, and advocacy for the poor--al
of which are core MEDA concerns.”

Leichty says he offered shortly after his ouster as an
exhibitor to neet wwth the MEDA board at the next annual neeting at

San Jose, California (Novenmber 2009), to explain his mnistry of



advocacy, and that his effort was rebuffed, but he expresses hope
that "perhaps God will still permt further groundwork for a
meani ngf ul exchange of views and information with MEDA's | eaders
and nenbers."
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